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{ HOW TO KEEP YOUR
NEW WORLD
|  SAFE

(" HOW TO KEEP YOUR
| NEW WORLD
|- SAFE— -

| You'll need | You aiso need to be the right
well-behaved distance from the Sun.

| NEIGHBOUR :

| PLANETS {

with b : %
STABLE i 7 voung Larth. L
ORBITS. | : Itis hot and

It has only just y \ : \ bothered
been built. | ) @y and bursting |

You'll need a MOON If you're too close,
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( The World of

| MICROBES
| Some microbes build into
| clumps and mats and mounds.

| OK- these may look ke big old
| ™ rocks toyou, butthey're
LIFE FORMS

made of colonies of microbes!

("~ The World of

| MICROBES

not much was going on.
but LIFE has
got started.
Welcome to the

WORLD OF
MICROBES

They're stromatolites.
Howdy, Stromies!

Let's go back to

1 3.8 billion years ago.
{ Earth I less than a

billion years old, but
{ something like life has
already got started.
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Earth is mostly coated
| with an ocean of shallow
| saltyseas, and it'sin
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| theseseas that
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| e happened. 1o all you |
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| Molcues havearien microbes i

| that can COPY themselves. . £

‘i Maybe they are near a hot in the 3

| volcanic ventwhere audience.) !

| there are lots of S
|

| minerals they can use.
| |

|
| |
| The molecules |
|

“The Stromies buld up In layers
| make themselves ‘over years and years.

| ajacketto livein - | Theyare blue-green algae.
and now they're | They'e using enerey from the Sun to
| single-celled | grow. and slowly slowiy breathing out
microbes. | OXYGEN,

| changing the airofthe planct.

EaRTH'S
ATUOSPHERE
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Just look at these

p Y WER-
JAWLESS BEAUTIES Folll o\ OPEN WIDE!
swimming in the shallow ! g It's the invention of g
seas of the Silurian... BEG A JAWS.
g v o mtatynt, K
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eatsmall food.
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spiny i
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Here we are
deep in the

AGE of FISH
This big old chap is
DUNKLEOSTEUS,

a bony armoured
monster placoderm.

" ‘Watch out, X i
But maybe there's a way you litle l:n ;:;:::;m
afgemr_ngyowmm into spiny-finned fish!
something BIGGER... < H:l\'lyDY

in the future...
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US INSECTS cayqgen
got there first!
Here's Meganeura swoopingabout the # 7 N i
swampy forests of the Carboniferous, X y 8 | Now it's time to talk about
with a whopping 72cm wingspan. g A - . S : s that most reactive of the

elements, OXYGEN, and
how it makes things BURN.

Bhects ragihe throtoh o
little holes called Y ¢
r— Now there’s so much tasty plant life ( }

on land, animals are exploring
out of the oceans.

Look - it's the first

which s why we usually flying creatures.

stay small, because small

Our bodies use oxygen to burn food
and make us GO. Oxygen is part of

spiracles mean the oxygen My . 5
supplys limited. favourite! Us insects have got
c / b'o. Earth's atmosphere. Nowadays
Ie }' lh‘ about 20% of the air is oxygen.

C4 = : all s i
¢ o s q A changed. And in Carboniferous times

But in the past that amount has
Oxygen levels got really high.

Butif there's LOADS of 7 And WHY?
Oxygen around, those spiracles S bk
‘can power a bigger insect body WHO S ncinaeing
and we can have the most the oxygen?
enommous insects ever seen... I'litell you who:

™ those FIRST PLANTS.



GREENHOUSE
to ICEHOUSE

For e, the Earth has
been a GREENHOUSE planet, with
NO ICE at the North or South poles.
The sea level is $o high that fots of
the edges of the continents are

Here we are on the ice age
plains 2 million years ago.

It's cold and dry, and around
here no trees, just lots of grass.
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EARTH

It’s the
AGE OF ICE.
Earth gets thrown
in the Deep I'reeze
again and again.

EARTR

To survive you need to be keen
on eating grass. (Or keen on
eating the ones who like
eating grass.) Being big and
furry is good, too.

The planet has pulsed between an
| icy world and an unfrozen one for
millions of years, and we're stil
in the end of an ice age right now.

acloser look
atthat last
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THERE ARE STILL

Well, we've reached the end

of the Encyclopaedia now, quite a ot | 500 MILLION YEARS For
and that just about wraps can happen in | ANIMAL LIFE OF ALL KINDS.
itup for the 500 million years. | Who knows WHAT, L N
Greatest Show : : ol \Wl\l
It just did, 7 <

on Earth.

Actually the Earth is
ONLY HALF-WAY
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after all.
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50 blindingly hot that not 3 i 79 Planet Earth | (/ 70
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...Future Humans who
can live in balance
with everybody else.
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The Perils of Breakfast

‘Watch out for bears in your cornflakes.

i i
) stitons, Croy B8

Bears are dangerous.

Bears have big claws.

Bears are always hungry.

At breakfast time, doubly so.

If you lift a spoonful of cornflakes to your mouth
and it's got a bear hiding in it,

well,

you'll be in trouble then. Won't you?

Eaten up just like that.

Gobble. Gobble. Crunch.

Fortunately

bears are larger than cornflakes

and so you can usually spot

alittle bit of fur poking round the side.

If you do

spot a little bit of fur poking round the side

of the cornflake

in the spoon

you've lifted up to your mouth to have for your breakfast
then just put your spoon down,

step away

and choose something else instead.

But
‘watch out for crocodiles in your porridge
and watch out for tigers under your toast.




Wow Many Too Many!

Too many cooks spoil the broth.
Too many spoons spoil the soup.

Too much sand spoils the sandwich.

And too many tigers spoil the picnic.

How many tigers is too many tigers?
Let's count them ...

No tigers at the picnic:
perfect.

One tiger at the picnic:
too many.

Roots

It’s a good picnic

to which you need carry no food,
simply slip off your shoes,

let your toes grow down,
rootling around,

deep into the soil,

supping and sifting,

and you palm up your hands

and drink

the sunshine.

2 ‘,\\\\\.GREY

‘sl

TS
ZRDVICE.

Boz%'op (T

sm-ul.rly v'nn-by W

i "'i‘;
iu g,z, 5




bk
USEFULY
SEDVICE ¥

Specacularly sily p
AF HARROLD " @
i‘-‘t?xns‘, w: ;ém 2
IR

How to Avoul )
a Giant Who \las ES((AY(’-
from a Nearby faivyt tale

It's no good looking out the window -
the foot of a giant
gives no warning to those underneath.

‘There's no use putting up a sign -
unless it's a very high sign
that's big and easy to read.

It's no good trying to run —
the boots of this thing
are as big as small towns.

‘There's no use trying to hide -
the boot comes squashing,
not searching.

It's no good shouting a warning -
it's a long way up
and your voice is so very small.

In fact there's nothing you can do
to alter the odds.
Nothing, no, nothing at all.




Vinyl decorations commissioned for the JR Hospital, Oxford
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THE WORLD OF
ASTRID LINDGREN
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Character development

for ASHMOLEAN
MUSEUM
Z X OXFORD
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Alice in a Pool of Tears, from. {dventures in Honderland published by Inky Parrot Press



Inspire a love of reading




Hork inspired by the Oxford Museum of Natural History



And then \
Blue Bear woke up,
ol voulfn't remember

anything.

I'm not a fluff-ball!
I'm a Big Blue Wh-
——y

And thay waitod,

Sketches for Lost in the Natural History Museum
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Development work for Children’s Radiology at the John Radcliffe Hospital
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Sketches for

Fox School
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Sketches for Doris the Chicken who Changed the World



‘They called aloud, Aﬁ Far and few, far and few,
Our Sieve ain’t big, Are the lands where the Jumblies live;
1

But we don’t care 2 button!
‘We don’t care a fig!

& Forty bottles of

v

Tn a Sieve Their heads are green, and their hands are blue,

i

And they went to sea in a Sieve.

Anm end of
Stilton cheese.

\‘\\Q\.()REY Sketches for The Jumblies by Edward Lear
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Inktober 2024: An Alphabestiary of Badly Stuffed Animals
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Inktober 2023:



The dog stayed
by his gravestone
for years and years.




Mini is represented by
Jessica Hare
at The Agency
Childreris Bo%s of

‘;;Agency

www.theagency.co.uk
email: jhare@theagency.co.uk
Twitter/X: @theagencybooks

Instagram: @theagencybooks

To contact Mini:
email: mini@minigrey.com
twitter: @Bonzettal
website: www.minigrey.com

Instagram: @mini3grey



